
The Historic King House 

653 Vernon Road, Wentworth 
Rockingham County 

Available for Restoration 

Price: $69,000 
Square Feet: 1,643 
Lot Size: 10 acres 

Zoning: Residential 

A rare survivor among the earliest houses built in Rockingham County, the King House sits unobtrusively on a hill above land first cultivated by 
Thomas King in the late 18th century. Born around 1740 in Somerset, MD, King arrived in North Carolina and purchased 150 acres in 1785. Over 
the years he increased his holdings between Haw Creek and Bold Run Creek joining other early settlers in subsistence farming. In 1802, Thomas 
deeded land to son William who continued subsistence farming. Thomas died in 1817 and his grave is thought to be located north of the present-
day farm house tract. The earliest grave located in the adjacent family cemetery is William’s second child, Martha L. King, who died on Feb. 14, 
1818 at age 12. The house was likely built by William, around 1802. Though divided among family members for generations, the majority of it was 
kept intact and added to over the years resulting in the present farm comprising over 240 acres. The farm has been continuously owned and 
operated by the King family and was designated a North Carolina Century Farm in 1986 and a Bicentennial Farm by the N.C. Dept. of Agriculture in 
2017. 

 
The King House is a remarkable example of the first houses built by settlers in Rockingham County. The 1.5-story 
log house was assembled with substantial beams felled on site and set on a fieldstone foundation with large 
stacked-stone chimneys. The floor plan is comprised of a large main parlor with two smaller chambers on the first 
floor, and an enclosed winder stair leading to one large room on the second floor. There is a fireplace opening on 
each story. Other impressive features include beaded ceiling joists, beaded tongue-and-groove plank walls (up to 
22” wide), heart pine floors, and board-and-batten doors with HL hinges. 
 

An early detached kitchen with its own stacked-stone chimney on the gable end was eventually attached to the house by a small “connector” room. 
A rear side porch was enclosed providing additional space and connections between rooms. The 
original hand-dug well, located on the east side of the house, was filled in in the 1980s. A newer 
well was dug on the west side of the house. 
 
The house has been covered by rolled asphalt siding. Small sections have been uncovered to 
reveal lap siding on the main house and board-and-batten siding on the kitchen. The house will 
require a complete rehabilitation including repair of the roof (some 5v metal panels were ripped off 
in a recent storm), restoration/repair of log structure, installation of new systems including 
electrical, plumbing and HVAC, a new kitchen and bathrooms. 
 
The King House and cemetery are being sold on ten acres. Additional acreage is available for 
purchase separately. 

For more information or to make an appointment to see the King House, contact: 

Cathleen Turner, Regional Director  •  919-401-8540 •  cturner@presnc.org 

JOIN US!  For more information about Preservation NC and other endangered properties visit www.PreservationNC.org. 
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Area Information:  The quiet rural nature and charming 
small towns of Rockingham County belie its dynamic 
cultural, historic and recreational opportunities. From rolling 
agricultural landscapes, quaint historic villages and 
museums to music festivals, shopping, and exciting water 
sports on any one of four rivers, the area has something to 
offer everyone. Just a couple miles south of the King House 
is the site of the Colonial-era Ironworks, visited by George 
Washington during his 1791 Southern Tour. The King House 
is located between Reidsville to the east (just off US-29) and 
the county seat of Wentworth to the west. Only 30 minutes to 
Piedmont-Triad International Airport and 39 minutes to 
Greensboro. 

Preservation North Carolina is a statewide, private, non-profit membership organization that protects and promotes the architectural heritage of North Carolina.  Through its 
Endangered Properties Program it acquires and sells endangered historic buildings.  Preservation North Carolina sells all properties with protective covenants and a rehabilitation 
agreement to ensure that the historic buildings will be renovated and that they will be protected from demolition and unsympathetic changes in the years to come.  For samples of 
these legal documents visit www.presnc.org/get-help/easements-covenants. 

For general information or to join Preservation NC: 

PNC  •  P.O. Box 27644  •  Raleigh, NC 27611-7644  •  919-832-3652  •  info@presnc.org  •  www.PreservationNC.org December 2019 

Financial Incentives:  The King House is not currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places but may be eligible for listing.  If listed, it would become 
eligible for historic preservation tax credits.  In North Carolina, both state and federal income tax credits are available for the certified rehabilitation of historic 
structures.  For the rehabilitation of this income-producing certified historic structure, a 20% federal income tax credit and a 20% state income tax credit are 
available.  Local incentives may also be available. For more information on Historic Preservation Tax Credits, please contact the North Carolina State Historic 

Preservation Office at 919-807-6570 or at www.hpo.ncdcr.gov. 
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