
f a l l  2 0 2 1



 

The Mission of Preservation North Carolina is Saving Places That Matter to the 
Diverse People of North Carolina.

f a l l  2 0 2 1   Number 166

2                                                      3

Published by Preservation North Carolina, Est. 1939

www.PreservationNC.org

Designations Can Be 
All Too Ephemeral 

On the cover: Wakestone, Raleigh (detail). Photo by Alan Neifeld.

NC Preservation (Fall 2021, Number 166) is published quarterly by Preservation NC, PO Box 
27644, Raleigh, NC 27611-7644. POSTMASTER: send address changes to Preservation NC, 
PO Box 27644, Raleigh, NC 27611-7644.

By Myrick Howard
The Historic Preservation Foundation 
of North Carolina, Inc.

2021 Board of Directors

Andrew Stewart, Raleigh, Chairman
Valerie Ann Johnson, Oxford, Vice Chair 

and Chair-Elect
Ranse Stokes, Raleigh, Secretary
Trish Wilson, Wilmington, Treasurer
April Larkins, Greensboro, At-Large 

Executive Committee Member
Louise Porter Martin, Raleigh, Immediate 

Past Chairman

Richard Angino, Winston-Salem
Denise R. Barnes, Durham
Benjamin Briggs, Greensboro
Johnny Burleson, Raleigh
George Carr, Greensboro
Allan Casavant, Tryon
Claire Edwards, Greenville
Larken Egleston, Charlotte
Demetrius Haddock, Fayetteville
Jason Harpe, Lincolnton
Irvin Henderson, Henderson 
Matt Hobbs, Raleigh 
Richard Hunter, Warrenton
Earl Ijames, Wendell
Laurie Jackson, Raleigh
Annie Jacobs, Wilmington
Staci T. Meyer, Raleigh 
Jeff Michael, Davidson  
John Moore, Winston-Salem
Marshall Phillips, Charlotte
Donna Scott, Lake Waccamaw
Tom Winslow, Oak City

Headquarters
814 Oberlin Avenue
P.O. Box 27644
Raleigh, NC 27611-7644
919-832-3652
info@presnc.org

Myrick Howard, President
Annie Jernigan, Marketing 

Manager and Member 
Services

Shannon Phillips, Director of 
Development 

Dawn Williams, HR and 
Properties Director

Mary Frances Wilson, Donor 
Engagement Manager

Julianne Patterson, Outreach 
Manager 

Chrissy Pressley, Office 
Assistant  

Bellamy Mansion Museum of 
History and Design Arts

503 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401
910-251-3700
info@bellamymansion.org
Gareth Evans, Director 
Carolyn Gonzalez, 

Development Manager 
Bob Lock, Site Manager 
Leslie Randle-Morton, 

Operations Manager 

Eastern Regional Office
210 E. Church Street 
Tarboro, NC 27886
252-563-5288
mgregg@presnc.org
Maggie Gregg, Director

Piedmont Regional Office
735 Ninth Street, Suite 56
P.O. Box 3597
Durham, NC 27702-3597
919-401-8540
cturner@presnc.org
Cathleen Turner, Director

Western Regional Office
2 1/2 E. Warren Street, 

Suite 8
P.O. Box 2
Shelby, NC 28151-0002
704-482-3531
talexander@presnc.org
Ted Alexander, Director

Support for this publication 
has been generously funded 
by:

This spring, Raleigh failed miserably as a city that cares about its historic 
buildings.

Wakestone, the 1921 home of Josephus Daniels, is now slated for demolition, 
ostensibly because of his role in the 1898 Wilmington Massacre as publisher 
of the News & Observer. Actually, in a cynical exploitation of the nation’s 
discussion about racial justice, a developer will destroy the house and four acres 
of historic landscape to build 14 expensive new houses.

Gobs of money will be made behind the pretense of caring about racial 
justice. Don’t expect any affordable houses here.

Since 1976, Wakestone has been one of only three National Historic 
Landmarks (NHL) in Raleigh. NHL denotes national significance. There are 

A s an organization working on issues related to racial equity 
in historic preservation, you are probably wondering why we 

have a picture of the house of a known white supremacist on the cover 
of our magazine. 
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39 NHLs in the entire state. It’s also been a Raleigh landmark since 1990. In a 
National Register historic district since 2002. Its landscape was determined to 
have statewide significance in 2013 to prevent its destruction.

You’d think that all those designations would matter. They didn’t. This 
demolition will be the worst in Raleigh since the 1970s, the decade that inspired 
the creation of a preservation movement. 

That’s not empty hyperbole. No 
National Historic Landmark has 
ever been demolished in NC; the 
program dates back to the 1930s. 
Unfortunately, there are no “teeth” 
to protect NHLs, except at the 
local level, through local landmark 
designation. 

Since 1989, legislation preventing 
the demolition of locally designated 
landmarks of statewide (and 
national) significance has been very 
effective, but if a local landmark is 
delisted by the local commission 
and local governing board, the game 
is over. The application to delist 
Wakestone as a Raleigh landmark 
was written by the land planner 
for the developer, not a historian 

1940 aerial view of Wakestone 

nor preservation expert. It painted an ugly picture of Daniels, implying that 
anyone seeking to preserve the house was racist. 

But it wasn’t about history. It was about lifting the restrictions on 
developing the site. It was about making money. The local preservation 
commission and City Council took the bait. According to the minutes, no one 
else testified. No staff recommendation. In this case, fifty years of preservation 
efforts were down the tubes! Most preservationists like me were blindsided.

Josephus Daniels was probably Raleigh’s most prominent individual on 
the national stage. Yes, he was a segregationist, and he fanned the flames for 
the Democratic Party in Wilmington in 1898. His newspaper told hideous 
lies about how Black people were taking over and white women were at risk. 
Daniels was the purveyor of “Fake News.” Our recent election and the January 
6 insurrection at the US Capitol are highly reminiscent of the 1898 election. 
We are foolish to ignore history.

We shouldn’t honor him with a 
statue in a public square or a school 
named for him.

But, preserving a building isn’t 
about honoring its owners. It’s about 
tangible connections to recognize, 
acknowledge, and remember history, 
even if that history is ugly and 
complicated. 

There’s more to every story. A 
leader of the “progressive” wing 
of the Democratic Party, Josephus 
Daniels built his home two decades 
after 1898, after serving as Secretary 
of the Navy during WWI. Notable 
visitors to the house include Eleanor 
Roosevelt, an early champion of 
Civil Rights. Daniels was a strong 
supporter of Frank Porter Graham, 
an ardent advocate for equal rights, 
for President of the University of 
North Carolina.

Well before Josephus’ death in 
1948, his newspaper was becoming 
known as a liberal influence on civil 
rights. The editorials of son Jonathan, 
editor from 1933-42, advocated racial 
justice with growing intensity.
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Wakestone illustrates the weakness 
of our public designation process 
in North Carolina. With two votes 
taken with limited notice to the 
public, a major landmark lost its 
protection. 

If Wakestone had been safeguarded 
by a preservation easement, its 
protection would have been much 
stronger. Easements can, and do, 
provide a permanent prohibition 
on demolition, and they have legal 
penalties to allow enforcement.

If you have a significant historic 
property that you’d like to 
permanently protect, please let us 
at Preservation North Carolina 
know, and we’ll try to work with 
you to accomplish your goals. Our 
website, presnc.org, has extensive 
information about easements.

Further, there’s an in-depth article 
about PNC’s easement on the Nina 
Simone House in Tryon at https://
forum.savingplaces.org/blogs/kelli-
gibson/2021/06/30/the-power-of-
the-easement-nina-simone-home.

The application to 
delist Wakestone…
painted an ugly 
picture of Daniels, 
implying that 
anyone seeking to 
preserve the house 
was racist. But it 
wasn’t about history.
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Wakestone, Raleigh, July 2021. Photo by Paul Setliff. 

In 1942, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who served as Josephus Daniels’ assistant 
during WWI, appointed Jonathan to be his point person of matters pertaining 
to race. He is studied today as the quintessential Southern liberal. Josephus’ other 
sons and grandchildren were also dedicated to civil rights at the newspaper and 
elsewhere.

According to a biography of Josephus Daniels, “On the question of civil rights, 
he opposed efforts on the part of southern delegates to write a white supremacy 
plank into the Democratic platform in 1944. He advocated fair treatment for black 
people, but opposed federal civil rights legislation and feared social intermingling...
he was ashamed of the extreme racism that had inspired him in 1898 and 1900.”

The house can tell a story that goes far beyond just 1898.
Historic preservation gives us an opportunity to tangibly tell history’s complex 

stories, but only if the buildings survive and we are brave enough to have the 
conversations. When we close our eyes to the complexities of history and allow its 
cynical and disingenuous manipulation to make money, we are all poorer.

Let’s smell the Cup-a-Joe (a term referring to the teetotalling Josephus Daniels) 
and commit to saving this house and others that help tell who we are, where we 
came from, and where we’re going. 

Myrick Howard is the President of Preservation North Carolina. 
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An Extraordinary Challenge!

In late 2020, we set two ambitious fundraising goals: $400,000 to help 
recapitalize our Endangered Properties Fund, including $150,000 

targeted for properties of African American significance; and $350,000 for 
a new comprehensive educational program We Built This: Black Architects 
and Builders in North Carolina. We asked for support, and our generous 
donors answered with more than half of our goal raised for these two 
important programs already this year. So how did we get here?

In January, the Anonymous Trust made generous grants in support of both 
efforts: $50,000 for the Endangered Properties Program, and $30,000 
for We Built This. They made additional challenge grants of $50,000 and 
$30,000, respectively, if we could match them 2:1 by the end of July, 
2021. We are thrilled to report that donations of all sizes have helped us 
meet both challenges! Through the Anonymous Trust challenge, we have 
raised over $390,000 in support of the Endangered Properties Fund and 
We Built This.

Donor support for these two programs is already hard at work. The 
Endangered Properties Fund is currently helping us rebuild the chimneys 

Union Tavern, Milton. Home of noted Black furniture maker, Thomas Day. 
Saved from demolition by PNC after a devasting fire. Under PNC protective 
covenants. Photo by Jim Lamb, Capital City Camera Club.

George Mathewson House, Tarboro. Home of Black brickmason 
politically active during and after Reconstruction. Saved from 
demolition and protected by PNC covenants.

Godette Hotel, Beaufort. Hotel and café that served as a central place for 
African American social events and celebrations during segregation. Saved 
from demolition (under contract!) and protected by PNC covenants.
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at the William T. Smith House in Averasboro, and complete site clean-
up and stabilization at the Weeks Homeplace in rural Edgecombe 
County. The targeted African American Building Preservation Fund 
(in addition to a most generous loan from a couple) assisted us with 
the protection of the Godette Hotel in Beaufort, which is now under 
contract! For decades, our Endangered Properties Program has worked 
to protect many important sites of diversity, like the ones pictured here. 
The new targeted fund will help us be even more robust and proactive in 
our efforts.

The funding for We Built This is supporting the production of the 
first two phases of the educational program—a traveling exhibit and 
a three-part documentary film series, both planned for debut in 2022. 
Additional fundraising is ongoing for a planned book that will dive even 
deeper into the subject.

We are truly grateful for the generous support of our donors in helping 
us meet the current challenge, but our work is not done! Please use the 
enclosed envelope to support these important initiatives. Every donor 
truly makes a difference!  

The Young Men’s Institute (Y.M.I.), Asheville. Built by George 
Vanderbilt in 1892-1893 as a community center for the black citizens 
of Asheville and especially the many black construction workers involved 
in the construction of Biltmore. Protected by PNC covenants.

Upcoming Shelter Series
Our online Shelter Series, created in response to the pandemic, is here to stay! 

After a summer hiatus, we’re excited to bring regular virtual programming 
back this fall and winter. Two upcoming lectures to look forward to are “A 
superiour [sic] manner to what has been customary”: Architecture and Ambition at 
Ayr Mount, with Dr. Jeffrey Klee of Classical American Homes Preservation Trust, 
September 28th at 4pm; and Blackbeard’s Queen Anne’s Revenge and Wilmington’s 
Other Battleship with Dr. Mark Wilde-Ramsing, October 5th at 4pm.  
Register for these FREE events and watch lectures from the past year at  
www.presnc.org/shelter-series.

Preservation on the Edge
Preservation North Carolina 2021 Virtual Annual 
Conference & Awards | October 21–22 
We’ll be meeting virtually again this year for two days of engaging discussion 
looking at how the field of preservation can continue to adapt to our rapidly 
changing world. We hope you’ll join us to learn how to make tax credits 
work for small projects; how digital tools are being used to document 
underrepresented stories and places; how we identify and preserve intangible 
heritage; and much more. We’ll celebrate our 2021 Preservation North 
Carolina Awards winners Friday afternoon and close out the conference with 
fun virtual tours that will let you travel all over the state in a single afternoon. 
Like last year, your registration will give you access to join all sessions live, 
or you can choose to watch them later, on your own schedule. There are so 
many exciting things happening in preservation and we’re on the edge of an 
expanding field. 

Visit www.presnc.org/conference for details on program agenda  
and registration.  



While scraping the paint this 
spring, we found serious rot inside 
the column. The repair will be 
tricky and very expensive. We’re 
covering the column with plastic 
in the meantime to prevent further 
damage, while raising the money to 
do the necessary work.  

Whenever we take on a 
renovation project at the Bellamy 
Mansion we keep in mind that our artifact is beautiful, brilliantly built, full of 
stories, and over 160 years old. Amortized over a century-and-a-half, our columns 
are a real bargain! We’d like to think that our own work will help keep the 
buildings around for another 160+ years.  
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Musings from the Bellamy Museum 

An old house can be many things: an artifact, a living space, a labor of 
love, an engineering marvel, a thing of beauty, a vessel to tell stories, an 

educational opportunity. At Wilmington’s Bellamy Museum site, PNC saw all this 
thirty years ago and invested in it. The payoff has been hundreds of thousands of 
visitors discovering lessons in social history, architecture, and preservation. We’re 
always learning too, which is why we decided to start sharing regular updates 
in this little corner of the magazine. Stay tuned for new discoveries, stories, and 
project progress.  

One detail, seemingly mundane, is illustrative. This past spring, we decided 
to repaint a column. There are fourteen wooden columns supporting the porch. 
Each is twenty-five feet tall and made of wooden staves that form a cylinder. 
Around 1860 they were shipped from New York for architect James Post and 
owner John Bellamy. Like the house, the columns were assembled and placed 
by highly skilled, mostly enslaved, black artisans. Each column comes in three 
sections with an interior circle of wood at the joints to link them. The Corinthian 
capitols are delicately carved wood and the wooden bases sit on concrete slabs 
atop brick piers. The result is a practical, structural element that happens to create 
the most aesthetically striking Neoclassical residence in the city.

To help “Support Our 
Supports” please consider 
a donation to the Bellamy 
Museum Column 
Restoration Fund. Gifts 
of any amount are needed 
to help us reach our goal. 
Donors of $5,000 or more 
can sponsor their very 
own column and join the 
Bellamy Column Club. 
For more information, 
contact Carolyn 
Gonzalez at cgonzalez@
bellamymansion.org  
or visit bellamymansion.
org/donate.  
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See www.PreservationNC.org for more information

One of the most high-profile and distinctive buildings in 
downtown Dallas, only 30 minutes from Charlotte! 

Dallas is experiencing a boom and the property is located in 
the heart of the quaint Dallas Court square. The former Court 
House (built in 1847) is within walking distance and has been 
transformed into a first-class museum. Also on the square is a 
museum of art and history, the Gaston County Museum in the historic Hoffman Hotel. The 
Dallas Jail is a contributing structure in the Dallas National Register Historic District, and 
eligible for state and federal historic rehabilitation tax credits. 
The jail’s unique interior features include barrel-shaped corrugated metal ceilings, unique 
markings on the jail walls, and an interesting metal spiral staircase. The property would make 
an intriguing themed restaurant, office, retail space or even a residence. As a locally designated 
landmark, the property’s new buyer is eligible to apply for a 50% ad valorem property tax 
deferral. 
The building has a structural engineering report and the current owner recently completed 
approximately $19,000 in exterior improvements, including installation of French drains, 
piping all downspouts away from the foundation, and fabrication and installation of new 
downspouts. The yard is ample enough for sensitively designed parking. A new city-owned 
parking lot is being constructed next door which will enhance any business opportunity there. 
Square Feet: 5,130; Lot Size: 0.25 acre; Zoning: B-3 
Contact: Ted Alexander, PNC Western Office, Shelby, 704-482-3531,  
talexander@presnc.org

108 East Trade Street 
Dallas, Gaston County
$125,000 
(See B on map)
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Dallas on the Square  
By Mia Canestrari

Marsha McLamb and her daughter Missy Shuford Willard were two of the 
nearly one hundred people who toured the Dallas Jail during an open 

house this summer. Many who braved the hot, sticky day were curiosity seekers, 
but Marsha and Missy actually have family ties to the jail. No criminal or 
jailbreak stories. Instead, Marsha’s grandmother and Missy’s great-grandmother, 
Blanche Shuford, actually lived at the Dallas Jail! Blanche’s father, Thomas, was 
the county sheriff, and the family lived on the main floor of the building. 

The 5,000+ square foot jail has long had two front entrances—one for the 
jail with stairs leading to the holding area and one for the family quarters. In 
1910 Thomas and his second wife Etta and their 7 children, ages 3 to 21, lived 
in the sheriff’s quarters. The day the census was taken that year, eight prisoners 
were being held upstairs in the jail. Blanche told Marsha the concrete floors, 
distinctive metal ceiling, and thick walls provided strong soundproofing as the 
family never heard any rowdy inmates. Hopefully a preservation-minded buyer 
can appreciate many of the same characteristics and will make an offer on this 
fascinating property.  

Mia Canestrari is a summer intern working with Ted Alexander in  
the Western Office.  
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Raised basement Greek Revival cottage on 
secluded wooded lot; one block from Milton 
commercial district and Thomas Day Museum 
(under consideration to become a new State Historic 
Site!); just minutes from the renowned Virginia 
International Raceway!  

An unusual example of a uniquely Milton house type, the Gordon-Brandon House is a 
modest-scale raised Greek Revival cottage consisting of a stuccoed brick lower level and 
a wood frame upper level containing the main entrance and ornamentation. Located at 
the end of N. Bridge (“Warehouse”) Street, the house is set near Country Line Creek on 
a secluded wooded lot in the town of Milton, famous for its Antebellum architecture and 
home to Thomas Day, renowned 19th century free black cabinetmaker. 
The house has suffered neglect for several years and will need a complete rehabilitation. 
The roof will need to be assessed and repaired accordingly (a tarp has been installed 
on the roof near the south chimney). Other needed repairs include new electrical, 
plumbing and HVAC systems, removal of recent wood paneling and ceiling tiles, 
repair/replacement of damaged plaster, some structural repair, masonry work, and new 
bathrooms and kitchen. The property is located in the Milton National Register Historic 
District and is eligible for tax credits. 
Square Feet: 1,968; Lot Size: 1.7 acres; Zoning: Residential
Contact: Cathleen Turner, PNC Piedmont Office, Durham, 919-401-8540,  
cturner@presnc.org

148 Bridge Street 
Milton, Caswell County
$32,500
(See F on map)

See www.PreservationNC.org for more information

Gordon-Brandon House 

The King House is a remarkable example of the first houses 
built by settlers to Rockingham County.  
The 1.5-story log house was assembled with substantial beams 
felled on site and set on a fieldstone foundation with large 
stacked-stone chimneys. The floor plan is comprised of a large 
main parlor with two smaller chambers on the first floor, and 

an enclosed winder stair leading to one large room on the second floor. There is a fireplace 
opening on each story. Other impressive features include beaded ceiling joists, beaded 
tongue-and-groove plank walls (up to 22" wide), heart pine floors, and board-and-batten 
doors with HL hinges. (Roof damage shown in photo has been repaired.)
An early detached kitchen with its own stacked-stone chimney on the gable end was 
eventually attached to the house by a small “connector” room. A rear side porch was 
enclosed providing additional space and connections between rooms. The original hand-
dug well, located on the east side of the house, was filled in in the 1980s. A newer well was 
dug on the west side of the house.
The house has been covered by rolled asphalt siding. Small sections have been uncovered 
to reveal lap siding on the main house and board-and-batten siding on the kitchen. The 
house will require a complete rehabilitation including repair of the roof (temporary 
patching has been installed), restoration/repair of log structure, installation of new systems 
including electrical, plumbing and HVAC, a new kitchen and bathrooms.
The King House and cemetery are being sold on ten acres. Additional acreage is available 
for purchase.
Square Feet: 1,643; Lot Size: 10 acres; Zoning: Residential 
Contact: Cathleen Turner, PNC Piedmont Office, Durham, 919-401-8540,  
cturner@presnc.org

653 Vernon Rd 
Wentworth
Rockingham County
$69,000
(See E on map)

King House 
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See www.PreservationNC.org for more information

Just 15 minutes from Tarboro shops, restaurants and 
a brewery, the Weeks House and farm complex are 
notable for containing the only known surviving log 
dwelling in Edgecombe County and an early 19th 
century woodworking shop.  
Enlargements of the house in two stages and a cohesive 

cluster of outbuildings add to the interest of the property.  
The primary dwelling is made up of a one-room log house; a Federal hall-and-
parlor with two-room Victorian addition; and a Victorian kitchen and dining 
room.  All three structures are connected by porches and located in an idyllic setting 
on over two acres with mature trees, an expansive front lawn, and multiple frame 
outbuildings including cabinet makers shop, mule barn, smoke house, and corn crib, 
among others. 
Also nearby is the 82-acre Rocky Mount Mills campus along the Tar River with 
restaurants, craft breweries, River & Twine “tiny house” hotel, workspaces and event 
venues. 
Square Feet: 1,800+/-; Lot Size: 2.764 acres; Zoning: Rural Residential (AR-30) 
Contact: Maggie Gregg, PNC Eastern Office, Tarboro, 252-563-5288, 
mgregg@presnc.org 

1890 Oneal Road 
Whitakers 
Edgecombe County
$30,000
(See H on map)

Weeks Homeplace 

See www.PreservationNC.org for more information
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Early house 
in charming 
Warrenton 
historic district 
and home of 
prominent 
cabinet-maker 
Thomas Reynolds! Just 1 hour from 
Raleigh and Durham and 2 hours from 
Richmond, VA.

Though the front elevation and first floor have been remodeled over the years, the rear 
elevation exhibits much of its early character. The building will require a complete 
rehabilitation including structural/foundation work, restoration carpentry, and all new 
systems. Located in the Warrenton National Register District, the Thomas Reynolds 
House is eligible for tax credits. The Town of Warrenton offers revitalization and 
economic development incentives including the Revolving Loan Program, Downtown 
Redevelopment Incentive Grant, and Awning Matching Grant.
Square Feet: 1,290; Lot Size: 0.35 acre; Zoning: R-12
Contact: Cathleen Turner, PNC Piedmont Office, Durham, 919-401-8540,  
cturner@presnc.org
 

Thomas Reynolds House (Reynolds Tavern) 

206 Williams Court 
Warrenton, Warren County
$16,500
(See G on map)

221 Craven Street  
New Bern, Craven County 
$299,000 
(See J on map) 

Historic Property on Second Floor For Sale. 
If you like history, culture, and a chance to restore 
a unique property, look no further! The area is ideal 
for a renovated condo or retail space. The Dr. F.W. 
Hughes Building was constructed in 1904 and rented 
by Romulus A. Nunn, a prominent attorney, Craven 
County Superior Court Judge, and distinguished local 
historian. The second floor’s 2500 square foot shell 
property offers original massive Judge Nunn bookcases, 

bead board walls, and 14-foot ceilings. The area has an open floor plan with non-load 
bearing walls.
Square Feet: 2,500; Zoning: Residential/Commercial  
Contact: Georgia Johnson; 252-259-6666; georgia@georgiajohnson.com

Dr. F.W. Hughes Building (2nd floor) 
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The historic Chase-Bragg-Boos House (Soundfront Inn), built 
in 1828, is an impressively large, two-story, double-piled, hip-
roofed frame house, sited on a large parcel with a commanding 
view of the Pamlico Sound. 
Following extensive damage sustained during Hurricane Dorian, 

the inn was completely restored and is more beautiful than ever! 
The house was built by Elisha Chase on a parcel of “3 acres m/l” (currently 2 acres after a 
will dispersal), as a home for himself and his wife. She was the granddaughter of William 
Howard, the colonial owner of Ocracoke—and quarter master for Blackbeard—who 
narrowly missed his employer’s fate by getting pardoned just two weeks before Blackbeard’s 
crew was captured and slaughtered! 
The property was eventually sold to the Bragg family in 1868, and became an inn in the 
early 1900’s, until Gary Bragg sold the property to Warwick T. and Margurette Vise Boos in 
1951. They named it the Soundfront Inn and operated it as such until the 1970’s. One of 
the oldest houses on the island, and certainly one of the oldest inns, it is truly one of a kind 
on Ocracoke. 
The house is turn key ready and has had regular and diligent maintenance over its lifetime. 
The historical aspects of the home are largely intact, with the home being primarily 
constructed of Southern long-leaf heart pine. Trim, windows, staircase, and floors are mostly 
original. 
It is now a highly successful vacation rental home with a cash flow which sustains it. More 
pictures and information can be found at ocracokeislandrealty.com and house number CR34. 
Property is protected by Preservation NC covenants.
Square Feet: 4,400; Lot Size: 2 acres; Zoning: Residential   
Contact: David Senseney, 828-284-2808, davidsenseney@hotmail.com 

Soundfront Inn 

64 Sound Road 
Ocracoke, Hyde County
$2,750,000
(See K on map)

637 Avoca Farm Road 
Merry Hill, Bertie County
$975,000 
(See I on map) 

Built circa 1785–1790, Elmwood is set on 4.4 
acres overlooking Salmon Creek, just off the 
Albemarle Sound. Located in Eastern North 
Carolina, Elmwood is a beautifully restored 3 
bedrooms and 2 ½ bath, Federal-style 2 story 

center hall with outbuildings consisting of a pump house, pavilion, potting shed, brandy 
house with sauna and large garage.
Just two hours from Raleigh and 90 minutes from Norfolk, Elmwood is ideal for buyers 
interested in history, privacy, lovely surroundings, abundant wildlife, gardening, birdwatching 
and boating. Two docks on Salmon Creek, one deepwater with electric and water for a 60' 
boat and one for a 30' boat along with a boat ramp offer easy access to Salmon Creek and the 
Albemarle Sound. Just minutes from Scotch Hall Preserve with a world class Arnold Palmer 
Signature golf course.
Property is protected by Preservation NC covenants.
Square Feet: 3,800; Lot Size: 4.4 acres; Zoning: Residential 
Contact: Jennifer Spruill, Harrell and Associates, 252-982-6100, jjspruill@gmail.com

Elmwood on Salmon Creek
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Magnificent 
308.74+/- acre 
mixed with 
timber, pastures, 
& cropland. 

“The Elgin” 
is a gorgeous fully restored & handicap 
accessible main house built in 1827. 2 
elevators. Generator to operate large portion 
of the home. Geothermal heating system. 
7 fireplaces throughout the home. 4 large 
bedrooms, 2 full baths, 3 half baths, 1 car 
attached garage (heated & cooled) with epoxy 
floor, 3 car detached garage with apartment 
above (bedroom, full bath, & living area) is 
heated & cooled. Front & side porches & 
2 porticos have granite stairs & ipe decking. 
Guest house built in 1790 & also fully restored consists of 4 rooms, 2 fireplaces, & central 
HVAC. Large 4 stall barn has water, electricity, 2 tack areas & hay loft. Property has 2 wells, 
5 ponds (2 of which are spring fed). Home is surrounded by original boxwood shrubbery, 
oak & magnolia trees. 
Property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and protected by Preservation 
NC with restrictive covenants.
Square Feet: : 5,500; Lot Size: 308.45 acres  
Contact: Tiffany Dotti, 434-917-3147; tiffany.dotti@longandfoster.com

The Elgin 

206 Shaver Road
Macon, Macon County
$3,775,000
(See A on map)

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY. OFFERING SUBJECT TO ERRORS, OMISSIONS, CHANGE OR WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT NOTICE. ©2021 NORTH CAROLINA ESTATES

Contact: Owen Gwyn • owengwyn@me.com • 919.906.1551 • www.ncestates.com

Characterized by an incomparable setting in the Franklin-Rosemary Historic District, 
rare early architecture and a romantic history, the 1814 Hooper-Kyser House is one of the 
oldest in Chapel Hill. The Federal style farm house was constructed for William Hooper, 
UNC’s first professor of Ancient Languages and grandson of a North Carolina signer of the 
Declaration of Independence. In 1951, it was purchased by UNC 1928 graduate and band 
leader, radio personality, recording artist and movie/television star, James Kern “Kay” Kyser. 
The residence’s approximately 3,874 square feet features a spacious Provincial French kitchen 
and a gracious sun room/ family room on the rear elevation overlooking the almost 1± acre 
setting. The house has Federal massing of two stories with a side-gable roof, a single chimney 
at each end and tall windows with some original nine-over-nine sashes. The entrance bay 
features a door with a four-pane transom and flush siding. Listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places and protected by covenants administered by the state-wide preservation 
organization Preservation North Carolina, the Hooper-Kyser House is suitable for renovation 
and may be eligible for the State Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credit Program.         $1,975,000

The Historic Hooper-Kyser House

 

(See D on map)
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Hanes Farm  
3550 Middlebrook Drive 
Clemmons , NC 27012  
Forsyth County

Price available 
upon request

3,877 square feet
 

Lot Size: 8.26 acres
 

Zoning: Residential

Remarkable c.1798 Moravian farm house sited on 8+ acres. The house was the home 
of the first Hanes descendant in NC. The house received a meticulous restoration 
in 2015 including all new systems, cedar shingle roof, copper gutters, new baths, a 
historically sympathetic addition includes state-of-the-art kitchen, 2-story great room 
with wood burning fireplace, wonderful open porch with another fireplace, stone 
terrace and new garage with expansion potential.

Stunning professionally landscaped grounds features the original, restored springhouse. 
A long winding driveway creates the perfect approach to this historic masterpiece.

Truly a one-of-a kind property. Property qualifies for the Forsyth County 50% Historic 
Tax Credit.

Zach Matthews  |  336 705 4459  |  Zach.Matthews@goLRB.com

Local  Agents .  Local  Knowledge. 336 779 9200

201 S. Stratford Rd, Suite 200, Winston-Salem, NC 27103g o L R B R .c o m

(See C on map)
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Available for Restoration 
is published by Preservation 
North Carolina to advertise 
the endangered historic 
buildings of the members of 
the Association of Revolving 
Funds. The historic properties 
listed in this section will be 
sold subject to protective 
covenants and rehabilitation 
agreements. The Association 
of North Carolina Revolving 
Funds, founded by 
Preservation NC, is the nation’s 
first statewide association of 
nonprofit organizations and 
public agencies that purchase 
and sell historic properties in 
order to preserve them.

The Historic Properties 
Emporium section contains 
paid advertisements of historic 

properties for sale by owners 
and realtors. Preservation NC 
strongly encourages the buyers 
of these properties to place 
protective covenants into the 
deed at the time of closing to 
ensure the preservation of the 
historic buildings. Preservation 
NC will gladly assist in 
formulating covenants suited 
to specific buildings and sites. 
Paid advertising is also available 
on Preservation NC’s web site. 
Visit www.PreservationNC.org 
for more information.

Preservation North Carolina 
is the only statewide nonprofit 
preservation organization 
in North Carolina. It is a 
membership organization 
dedicated to preserving and 
promoting buildings and sites 

important to North Carolina’s 
diverse heritage. Preservation 
NC provides educational 
opportunities and public 
recognition of outstanding 
individuals and groups in 
preservation. Preservation 
NC operates an Endangered 
Properties Program (the 
Revolving Fund) to preserve 
endangered historic buildings 
and sites.

Preservation NC’s staff 
members travel extensively, and 
are frequently out of the office. 
Their hours are generally 9 
am to 5 pm, Monday–Friday. 
Appointments to see properties 
need to be made several days in 
advance, since volunteers help 
show them.

In North Carolina, both state 
and federal income tax credits 
are available for the certified 
rehabilitation of historic 
structures. For the rehabilitation 
of income-producing certified 
historic structures, a 20% 
federal income tax credit 
and a tier based state income 
tax credit are available. For 
the rehabilitation of owner-
occupied homes (non-income 
producing properties), a 15% 
state tax credit is available for 
rehabilitation expenses up to 
$150,000. Eligible properties 

must be certified historic 
structures (that is, listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places or a contributing 
property in a National 
Register historic district), 
and rehabilitation work must 
be done in accordance with 
the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation. 
The North Carolina Historic 
Preservation Office (NCHPO) 

strongly urges owners interested 
in receiving tax credits to 
submit their rehabilitation 
plans for approval prior to 
commencement of work. 

For more details, visit the 
NCHPO website at  
http://www.hpo.ncdcr.gov/
tchome.htm, call 919-807-
6570, or find NCHPO on 
facebook. You can also visit 
www.PreservationNC.org, 
call 919-832-3652, or find 
Preservation NC on facebook.

Did You Know? 

Tax Credits Available

Advertise Your Historic Property

Find your buyer through the 
Historic Properties Emporium, 
online and in North Carolina 
Preservation. With nearly 
20,000 visitors each month, 
PreservationNC.org is the 
place to reach a nationwide 
audience interested in 

historic properties in North 
Carolina. North Carolina 
Preservation is the best source 
for showcasing your historic 
property for nearly 5,000 
PNC members. Member 
discounts available, and 
properties protected by PNC 

covenants and easements 
receive free online listings and 
discounted ads. Listing rates 
and terms available at www.
PreservationNC.org/advertise

See www.PreservationNC.org for more information
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• Asheville

Winston-Salem • 

• Charlotte

 Greensboro
•

• Durham
• Raleigh

• Goldsboro

Jacksonville • 

• Wilmington

Take Your Place in  
North Carolina History

A. The Elgin
Macon, Macon County, page 26

B. Dallas Jail
Dallas, Gaston County, page 19

C. Hanes Farm
Clemmons, Forsyth County, page 28

D. Hooper-Kyser House
 Chapel Hill, Orange County, page 27
E. King House

Wentworth, Rockingham County,  
page 20

F. Gordon-Brandon House  
Milton, Caswell County,  
page 21

Please visit our website at www.PreservationNC.org to see 
many more historic properties available through PNC.

G. Thomas Reynolds House
Warrenton, Warren County,  
page 23

H. Weeks Homeplace
Whitakers, Edgecombe County,  
page 22

I. Elmwood on Salmon Creek 
Merry Hill, Bertie County, page 25

J. Dr. F.W. Hughes Building
New Bern, Craven County, page 23

K. Soundfront Inn
Ocracoke, Hyde County, page 24

See www.PreservationNC.org for more information

When Earl 
Roberson of 

Conetoe (Edgecombe 
County) passed away 
in 2011, he generously 
left a bequest to 
Preservation North 
Carolina of a portion 
of the proceeds 
from the sale of the 
Wilkinson-Dozier 
House and the 
adjacent Braswell 
House. These houses 
were long the home 
of Earl and Ronnie 
Ellis, his partner of 
43 years. Throughout their lives, Earl and Ronnie were both involved in all things 
historic, in Tarboro, Edgecombe County and the Oakwood neighborhood in Raleigh.  

These finely-detailed 
Federal-style houses 
(both listed on the 
National Register) 
are sited together on 
nearly 3 acres in a 
peaceful rural setting. 
The property is under 
protective covenants 
held by Preservation 
North Carolina and 
may be eligible for 
NC Preservation Tax 
Credits. Interested 
buyers should visit 
our website or contact 
Alison Rhodes Keffer with Reams Team Realty (252-377-7673) for more information. 

Preservation North Carolina is deeply grateful for the commitment of Earl and Ronnie in 
preserving these houses, and for the lasting impact of their generous planned gift. If you  
are interested in leaving your own legacy with PNC, please contact Shannon Phillips at 
919-832-3652 x229 to discuss your goals.

Where There’s a Will, There’s a Way. . .

The Wilkinson-Dozier House, c. 1816

The Braswell House, c.1840

(See H on map)
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