
The Historic King House 

653 Vernon Road, Wentworth 
Rockingham County 

Available for Restoration 

Price: $69,000 
Square Feet: 1,643 
Lot Size: 10 acres 

Zoning: Residential 

A remarkably intact and early example of one of the most substantial and carefully crafted log houses in the Piedmont and mountain regions of North 
Carolina and neighboring states, the picturesquely sited King House is believed to have been built shortly after 1800 for farmer William King, whose family 
has continued to farm the place for more than two centuries. 
 
Built of timber felled at the site and stones gathered from nearby fields, the compact dwelling represents many aspects of Piedmont building traditions that 
reflect the originally remote site, the wealth of natural resources, and the skills of regional artisans. It stands one story high with an attic half-story and has 
thick log walls (now covered with wooden and asphalt siding). The builders, possibly including King family members, collected fieldstones to build the 
foundation and the large, well-crafted stacked-stone chimney. The stone foundation and chimney will need repair. The interior follows a widely used and 
functional three-room plan, with one large main room heated by the chimney and two smaller chambers beside it. An enclosed stair rises to a single large 
room above. 

In contrast to the plainer finish of many log houses, the care devoted to building the King House appears in such 
hallmarks of “neat and workmanlike” craftsmanship as the beaded ceiling joists, heart pine floors, batten doors 
hung with hand-wrought HL hinges, and beaded tongue-and-groove sheathing of the walls, made of hand-hewn 
boards over 20 inches wide, which recall the massive trees of the old forests in the area. 
 
Over the years, an originally detached kitchen with stacked-stone chimney was linked to the house by a small 
“connector” room, and a rear side porch was enclosed. In the twentieth century, the family added the asphalt siding. 
The King House has survived because of its long and uninterrupted family history and stewardship. Its precise 
construction date is uncertain because traditional building techniques changed slowly over the years, but it is 
believed to have been built early in the nineteenth century on land farmed by the family since Thomas King (ca. 

1740-1817) moved here from Maryland and bought 150 acres in 1785.  
 
After King family members resided here until 1918, for several years thereafter the house was the home 
of tenants who farmed the land; in recent decades it has been vacant but protected by the family. 
Although William King’s farmstead was divided among family members over the years, much of it is the 
core of the present 240-acre farm continuously owned and operated by the family. This heritage has 
been recognized by designation as a North Carolina Century Farm in 1986 and a Bicentennial Farm by 
the N.C. Dept. of Agriculture in 2017. 
 
The house will require a complete rehabilitation including repair of the roof and the log walls as well as 
installation of new systems including electrical, plumbing and HVAC, and a new kitchen and bathrooms. 
The King House and cemetery are being sold on ten acres. 

For more information or to make an appointment to see the King House, contact: 

Cathleen Turner, Regional Director  •  919-401-8540 •  cturner@presnc.org 

JOIN US!  For more information about Preservation NC and other endangered properties visit www.PreservationNC.org. 

 

North Carolina 
Preservation North Carolina 

The Historic Preservation Foundation of North Carolina, Inc. 

Unique Early Log Farmhouse 

Documentary Photo 

http://www.preservationnc.org/


Area Information:  The quiet rural nature and charming 
small towns of Rockingham County belie its dynamic 
cultural, historic and recreational opportunities. From rolling 
agricultural landscapes, quaint historic villages and 
museums to music festivals, shopping, and exciting water 
sports on any one of four rivers, the area has something to 
offer everyone. Just a couple miles south of the King House 
is the site of the Colonial-era Ironworks, visited by George 
Washington during his 1791 Southern Tour. The King House 
is located between Reidsville to the east (just off US-29) and 
the county seat of Wentworth to the west. Only 30 minutes to 
Piedmont-Triad International Airport and 39 minutes to 
Greensboro. 

Preservation North Carolina is a statewide, private, non-profit membership organization that protects and promotes the architectural heritage of North Carolina.  Through its 
Endangered Properties Program it acquires and sells endangered historic buildings.  Preservation North Carolina sells all properties with protective covenants and a rehabilitation 
agreement to ensure that the historic buildings will be renovated and that they will be protected from demolition and unsympathetic changes in the years to come.  For samples of 
these legal documents visit www.presnc.org/get-help/easements-covenants. 

For general information or to join Preservation NC: 

PNC  •  P.O. Box 27644  •  Raleigh, NC 27611-7644  •  919-832-3652  •  info@presnc.org  •  www.PreservationNC.org August 2023 

Financial Incentives:  The King House is not currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places but may be eligible for listing.  If listed, it would become 
eligible for historic preservation tax credits.  In North Carolina, both state and federal income tax credits are available for the certified rehabilitation of historic 
structures.  For the rehabilitation of this income-producing certified historic structure, a 20% federal income tax credit and a 20% state income tax credit are 
available.  Local incentives may also be available. For more information on Historic Preservation Tax Credits, please contact the North Carolina State Historic 

Preservation Office at 919-807-6570 or at www.hpo.ncdcr.gov. 
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