
Many of the historic buildings we revere in North Carolina are credited to their owners. Rarely are the people 
responsible for the labor and craftsmanship recognized. We Built This seeks to acknowledge the countless African 
Americans who built the historic buildings we collectively treasure. These individuals were skilled in principles of 
engineering, construction and business. Many became political and 
social leaders in their communities. Acknowledging the significance 
of this history is a start to preserving a tangible link to the past 
through our built environment. 
 
This exhibition reveals the extraordinary stories of more than two 
dozen builders, craftsmen, and architects responsible for the 
construction of some of North Carolina’s treasured 
landmarks. Spanning more than three centuries, We Built 
This provides personal profiles and historic context on key topics 
including slavery and Reconstruction; the founding of HBCUs and 
Black churches; Jim Crow and segregation; and the rise of Black 
civic leaders and professionals. We Built This offers endless 
opportunities for expanded programming at each venue. 
 
Exhibit Specs:  
• Six (6) 89”x 89”x 12” Freestanding Backdrops  
• Fifteen (15) 33.5”x 80” Double-sided Banner Stands  
• Space Required: approximately 800sf (various configurations)  
• Rental Fee: $2,500 + shipping to your site (coordinated by 

renter) 
• Loan Period: 8-16 weeks suggested  
• Contact: info@presnc.org or (919) 832-3652 x 238 

mailto:info@presnc.org?subject=We%20Built%20This%20Exhibit%20Inquiry


SAMPLE OF  
FEATURED  
BUILDERS 



SUGGESTED  
LAYOUTS 



Union Station, Winston-Salem, 2024 Historic Oak View, Raleigh, 2023 

Historic Rosedale, Charlotte, 2022 H.C. Taylor Gallery at NC A&T, Greensboro, 2022 

Dix Park, Raleigh, 2022 

SAMPLE LAYOUTS 
FROM PAST VENUES 


