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4:00-7:00

Sponsored by
WELCOME RECEPTION at Cohab.Space
Join us at Cohab.Space, a vibrant creative campus located within the
thoughtfully restored Melrose Hosiery Mill, a former textile factory that
now serves as an inspiring example of adaptive reuse. By transforming
this historic industrial building into a hub for artists, makers, and
entrepreneurs, Cohab.Space demonstrates how preservation can
breathe new life into historic places while fostering creativity and
community. Generously sponsored by Downtown High Point, the
evening will feature live music, dinner, and an open bar in one of the
city's most exciting historic spaces.

WELCOME TO HIGH POINT!
It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to Preservation North Carolina’s
Annual Conference in my hometown of High Point! Here in the center of our
state, at the crossing of the North Carolina Railroad and the Great Western
Plank Road, preservationists will gather to celebrate, learn, reunite, and make
new friends. If this is your first or second conference, we extend a special
welcome to you! If you’re an old timer (like me), we’re happy to see you again!

High Point is an old town established by industrious Quakers who loved
making things. At one time, High Point was our state’s sixth largest city, an
industrial boomtown, making furniture, socks, yachts, silk, and horse buggies.
The past half century has seen an evolution of our city to service and
education, resulting in nearly abandoned industrial sectors. However, new
momentum is building to rethink these old places as new spaces, and in doing
this, High Point has important lessons to teach preservationists across our
state. Join us to learn about its Quaker roots, its important Black history, its
industrial legacy, and its future as a city that honors its past.

Benjamin Briggs | President & CEO, Preservation North Carolina

OPEN HOUSE at First Baptist Church
At the prompting of local community leaders, Preservation North
Carolina brought together the City of High Point and Partners for
Sacred Places to explore how this historic church complex might be
preserved, reimagined, and given new life. First Baptist purchased this
site in 1860 and is considered one of the oldest congregations in the
city, and an important part of its Main Street legacy. Stop by and see
this adaptive reuse opportunity and help us imagine the possibilities.

The conversation will continue during the conference with a panel
discussion on Tuesday from 2:30–3:30, with the Southwest Renewal
Foundation of High Point, Partners for Sacred Places, Belk
Architecture, C.T. Wilson Construction, NC SHPO, and Rehab Builders.

1:00-3:00

 Sunday, October 25 at First Baptist Church and Cohab.Space
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9:15-9:45

9:45-10:30

10:30-11:00

REGISTRATION OPENS | Coffee & Conversation
Enjoy coffee and networking in the Sponsor Gallery.

Sponsored by
8:00-9:15

Cafe/Sponsor
Gallery

SESSION KEY
SESSIONS ARE COLOR-CODED TO THE FLOOR PLAN 
TO HELP YOU FIND YOUR WAY AROUND.

BREAK
OUT 1

BREAK
OUT 2

BREAK
OUT 3

BREAK
OUT 4

OFF
SITE

ON
SITE

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27
STAFFED FROM 8:00-2:30

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26
STAFFED FROM 8:00-3:30

REGISTRATION DESK HOURS

PLENARY: Welcome to High Point!
Mayor Cyril Jefferson
Benjamin Briggs, President & CEO, Preservation North Carolina
Speakers will orient you to High Point and give a broad architectural overview.

MARION S. COVINGTON KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Victor Dover, Principal and President, Dover, Kohl & Partners Town Planning 
Victor Dover is a nationally acclaimed leader in city planning, neighborhood design, and
walkable communities who has been working in High Point for the past three years.
Trained as an architect, his work combines design excellence with practical urban
planning, revitalizing historic towns, designing pedestrian-friendly streets, and shaping
vibrant neighborhoods around the world. A leading voice in the New Urbanism
movement, he is the co-author of Street Design: The Secrets of Great Cities and Towns
(2014) and its newly released second edition (2026).

RESTROOM BREAK & PROCEED TO COURTYARD FOR FIELD SESIONS
Head downstairs to the brick courtyard located at the Pedestrian Entrance. 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
 Monday, October 26 at Market Square



CONCURRENT
FIELD

SESSIONS

11:00-12:30

FOR TOURS
INVOLVING A

BUS OR
WALKING,

PROCEED TO
COURTYARD

CHECK IN 
WITH THE 

TOUR LEADER

REMAIN HERE
FOR THIS ONE!

FIELD SESSION: Johnson Place: A 1908 Streetcar Suburb 
(Bus/Walking)
Coralle Cowan, High Point Preservation Society
Dr. Tom Hanchett, Community Historian at HistorySouth.org
Explore High Point’s first street-car suburb with resident Coralle Cowan and historian Tom
Hanchett who returns 40 years after completing his 1986 inventory of this well-preserved
early twentieth century neighborhood of late Victorian, Craftsman, Prairie, and Colonial
Revival Architecture.

FIELD SESSION: Emerywood: Architectural Textbook Tour of Revival & Eclectic Styles
(Bus/Walking)
Heather Slane, Architectural Historian, hmwPreservation
Perhaps one of High Point’s most significant contributions to North Carolina’s
architectural history is found in this neighborhood of Period Revival and Eclectic Style
houses. Starting with Brantley Circle in 1912, the neighborhood was expanded as
Emerywood in 1923 to include textbook examples of Colonial Revival, Tudor, Mission,
Craftsman, Italian Renaissance, and Spanish Eclectic architecture.

FIELD SESSION: Brutalism Meets Historic Preservation, One Plaza Center 
(Walking)
Shane O'Quinn, Project Manager, Rehab Builders
Listed on the National Register in 2024, this Brutalist style office building was designed by
J. N. Pease and Associates of Charlotte and has stood as a landmark at the foot of North
Main Street since its completion in 1974. Join this tour to learn of its current conversion to
housing by Richmond developer LBD Investments.

Dan Warren, Local Historian
Brenda Haworth, Local Historian
Join us for a tour of three sites important to our state’s Quaker community. The 1858 Third
Springfield Meeting House was saved from demolition by historian John J. Blair when he
established the Museum for Old Domestic Life in 1927. Learn more about the museum,
the historic meeting house, the Allen Jay House, and the Model Farm.

FIELD SESSION: Quaker Architecture in the Carolina Piedmont
(Bus/Walking)

FIELD SESSION: Exploring Black History at Oakwood Cemetery 
(Trolley/Walking)
Phyllis Bridges, Founder, Yalik’s African American Art and Cultural Movement
Hop aboard the signature Heritage Trail Bus for a special visit to Oakwood Cemetery’s
historic African American section. Led by local historian Phyllis Bridges, the experience will
explore the stories of High Point’s early Black community and the people, businesses, and
institutions that helped shape the city.

CLASSROOM SESSION: Quaker Architecture in the Carolina Piedmont
(On Site)
Mac Whatley, Director of Local History, Randolph Co. Public Library
Few realize that North Carolina’s early industrial investments were initiated by Quakers as
a means of social equity. Join Randolph County historian Mac Whateley who will reveal
early initiatives, and their motivations, for the rise of our state’s textile industry along the
banks of the Deep River.

LUNCHEON & VICTOR DOVER BOOK SIGNING - ON SITE AT MARKET SQUARE
Lunch is included with ticket purchase.
Keynote speaker Victor Dover will be available for a book signing.

Michael Manes, Co-Executive Director, Cohab.Space
Located in the 1922-1956 Melrose Hosiery Mill, Cohab.Space is a collaborative community
place with studios, showrooms, and event venue supporting local artists, designers, and
makers. See how this creative reuse has revitalized High Point’s old West End.

FIELD SESSION: Melrose Hosiery Mill Conversion to Cohab.Space 
(Bus/Walking)

12:30-2:00
Lunch Hall



SESSION: Putting the “Main” Back in Main Street
Margaret Flippen, AICP, Senior Planner, Dover, Kohl & Partners
Brett C. Sturm, MSHP, Restoration Services Branch, NC SHPO
Rebekah McGee, President & CEO, Downtown High Point
Jonathan Anzollitto, Planner, City of Asheville
Josh Lipsky, Project Manager, Rehab Builders
High Point’s Main Street is at the center of a larger conversation about preservation,
community, and economic development. Drawing on the rehabilitation of the Ellwood at 101
S. Main, Southwest Renewal Foundation of High Point’s work, Dover, Kohl & Partners’
planning for South Main Street, and URBAN3’s research on land use and tax values, this
session explores how preserving historic properties can strengthen the vitality of downtown.

SESSION: The Art of Managing Historic Buildings
Kathryn Cushwa Gerace, President Elect, Junior League of High Point
Karla Jones, Executive Director, Bienenstock Furniture Library
Gareth Evans, Executive Director, Bellamy Mansion & Slave Quarters Museum
Owners and managers of historic buildings balance preservation with modern safety
requirements and financial realities. Hear from stewards of historic properties about these
unique challenges, including: the High Point Junior League, located in the 1907 Briles House,
designed by architect Richard Gambier in the Classical Revival style; the Bienenstock
Furniture Library, located in the 1923 Grayson House since 1970; and the 1859 Bellamy Mansion
& Slave Quarters Museum in Wilmington.

SESSION: Archaeology and the Commission: An Introduction to Archaeological Practices
and How Commissions Can Better Protect Their Resources
CJ Idol, RPA, Kernersville Chair, Forsyth County Historic Resources Commission
Dr. David Crass, Former Georgia State Historic Preservation Officer/Director of the
Georgia Historic Preservation Division
Drawing on more than a decade of combined experience serving on the Forsyth County
Historic Resources Commission, this session offers an introductory look at archaeology and the
role local commissions can play in protecting archaeological resources. Presenters will share
lessons from their work in Old Salem, explore strategies for incorporating archaeological
preservation into local standards, and discuss how National Register Criterion D can be better
leveraged during Section 106 reviews and other preservation efforts.

SESSION: Preserving Legacy: Historic Structures at HBCUs and Their Cultural Significance
Valerie A. Johnson, Ph.D.
Tamara Holmes Brothers, Ph.D.
Discover why North Carolina's Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) are among
the nation's most significant cultural and historic landscapes. This informative session explores
the architectural, historical, and cultural legacy of HBCU campuses and highlights innovative
preservation strategies, advocacy efforts, adaptive reuse, and collaborative partnerships that
ensure these treasured places continue to educate and inspire future generations.

CONCURRENT
CLASSROOM

SESSIONS

2:00-3:00

REFRESHMENT BREAK
Enjoy coffee and networking in the Sponsor Gallery.

Sponsored by
3:00-3:30

Cafe/Sponsor
Gallery



3:30-5:00 ALEXA AYCOCK GRASSROOTS LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Stanly Avengers, Albemarle

L. VINCENT LOWE, JR. BUSINESS AWARD 
Gateway Building Company, Durham

DEWAYNE H. ANDERSON SR. AWARD FOR HOUSING 
The Lofts at Osage Mill, Bessemer City

STEDMAN INCENTIVE GRANT 
Arts of the Pamlico for the Vaudeville Playhouse Preservation, Washington

ROBERT E. STIPE PROFESSIONAL AWARD 
Sarah Woodard, Raleigh

RUTH COLTRANE CANNON AWARD 
Jo Ramsay Leimenstoll, Greensboro

GERTRUDE S. CARRAWAY AWARDS OF MERIT
Kadesh A.M.E. Zion Church, Edenton
Old Cherry Inn, Tarboro
Eliza Battle Pittman Auditorium at Saint Mary’s School, Raleigh
Sanford Savings and Loan Building, Sanford
Cohab.Space, Building 1, High Point
The Holland Building, Statesville
Historic Commons at Lees-McRae College, Banner Elk

2026 Honor Awards Presentation
Celebrate Preservation North Carolina’s 2026 Honor Awards Recipients!

LEAVE CARS PARKED AT MARKET SQUARE. EXIT DOWNSTAIRS THROUGH THE COURTYARD 
AND TURN LEFT TO WALK UP HIGH AVENUE TO PANDORA’S MANOR.

MINNETTE C. DUFFY LANDSCAPE PRESERVATION AWARD  
Friends of Green Hill Cemetery, Greensboro

RECEPTION AT PANDORA’S MANOR

5:00-8:00

407 W. High
Avenue

Begin the evening at Pandora’s Manor, a beautifully restored 1905 home built by furniture
manufacturer Henry Fraser and named in honor of his wife, Pandora. Now a boutique inn
and event venue, the manor is a wonderful example of High Point’s rich architectural
heritage. Enjoy beer and wine with a variety of sliders and savory sides, before touring a
unique collection of historic houses not typically open to the public. This is a cash bar event.

1:   Pandora’s Manor (1905) 
     407 W. High Avenue

2:  Thomas Kirkman House (1900)
     415 W. High Avenue

3:  O. Arthur Kirkman House (1915)
     501 W. High Avenue 

4:  R.E. Ring House (1922)
     107 Oak Street 

5:  Blair Schoolhouse (1879)
     106 Oak Street

6:  Springs Industry (late 19  century)th

     131 Oak Street

1. PANDORA’S

M
ANOR

MARKET
SQUARE

2.

3.
4.

5.
6.



FIELD SESSION: Saving Our Iconic Depot - Downtown Tour
(Walking) 
Marian Inabinett, Curator of Collections, High Point Museum
Located in the heart of downtown, High Point’s Southern Railway Passenger Depot is also its
symbolic heart. Built in 1906-1907, this Richardsonian Romanesque jewel remains remarkably
intact despite the construction of the nearby “FDR Canal” in 1937-1938. Learn more about this
building and preservation efforts that began in 1990 to save it from demolition. 

FIELD SESSION: Written in Stone 
(Trolley/Walking)
Harrison Ogburn, Stone Mason, Ogburn Stonecrafts, LLC
High Point has a rich history of stone construction. American College of Building Arts
architectural stone graduate Harrison Ogburn will highlight a variety of stone buildings,
including First Presbyterian Church built of Crab Orchard Stone; designs by Hobart Upjohn;
the work of Waldensian stonemasons; Mount Airy granite; as well as brick and stucco work. 

CLASSROOM SESSION: Tales from the Crypt: Preservation Planning in Historic Cemeteries
(On Site)
Jason Harpe, AIA, Director of Cemetery Conservation, Richard Grubb & Associates
Melissa Timo, Office of State Archaeology, Historic Cemetery Specialist
Stewards of historic cemeteries, whether volunteers, universities, churches, municipalities, or
descendants, are increasingly motivated to preserve these irreplaceable cultural landscapes.
Learn about making a preservation plan to avoid damage to historic materials, enhance
landscape features, preserve archaeological context, and make long-term repairs. 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
 Tuesday, October 27 at Market Square

FIELD SESSION: Explore Historic Market Square
(Walking)
Jackson Hoggard, Double Hung Windows
Tour the historic Tomlinson Furniture Factory, one of North Carolina’s earliest historic tax credit
projects. Today, the sprawling historic mill hosts hundreds of thousands of visitors to High
Point twice a year for its famed furniture and home furnishings market. 

REGISTRATION OPENS | Coffee & Conversation
Enjoy coffee and networking in the Sponsor Gallery.

Sponsored by
8:00-9:00

Cafe/Sponsor
Gallery

CONCURRENT
FIELD

SESSIONS

9:00-10:15

FOR TOURS
INVOLVING A

BUS OR
WALKING,

PROCEED TO
COURTYARD

CHECK IN 
WITH THE 

TOUR LEADER

REMAIN
HERE FOR
THIS ONE!

Dan Warren, Local Historian
Brenda Haworth, Local Historian
Join us for a tour of three sites important to our state’s Quaker community. The 1858 Third
Springfield Meeting House was saved from demolition by historian John J. Blair when he
established the Museum for Old Domestic Life in 1927. Learn more about the museum, the
historic meeting house, the Allen Jay House, and the Model Farm.

FIELD SESSION: Quaker Architecture in the Carolina Piedmont
(Bus/Walking)

FIELD SESSION: Emerywood: Architectural Textbook Tour of Revival & Eclectic Styles
(Bus/Walking)
Heather Slane, Architectural Historian, hmwPreservation
Perhaps one of High Point’s most significant contributions to North Carolina’s architectural
history is found in this neighborhood of Period Revival and Eclectic Style houses. Starting with
Brantley Circle in 1912, the neighborhood was expanded as Emerywood in 1923 to include
textbook examples of Colonial Revival, Tudor, Mission, Craftsman, Italian Renaissance, and
Spanish Eclectic architecture.

FIELD SESSION: Johnson Place: A 1908 Streetcar Suburb 
(Bus/Walking)
Coralle Cowan, High Point Preservation Society
Dr. Tom Hanchett, Community Historian at HistorySouth.org
Explore High Point’s first street-car suburb with resident Coralle Cowan and historian Tom
Hanchett who returns 40 years after completing his 1986 inventory of this well-preserved early
twentieth century neighborhood of late Victorians, Craftsman, Prairie, and Colonial Revival
Architecture.



10:45-11:30

11:30-12:15

PLENARY: Preservation Year in Review
Claire Edwards, Board Chair, Preservation North Carolina
Benjamin Briggs, President & CEO, Preservation North Carolina
Ramona Bartos, Director, Historical Resources, NC Dept. Natural and Cultural Resources
Join leadership from Preservation NC and the State Historic Preservation Office to hear about
ongoing projects around the state. Election of PNC’s board of directors will also occur during
this time as part of PNC’s annual business meeting. 

“What Does Preservation NC Do?!” Understanding the Endangered Properties Program
Jack Thomson, Western Regional Director
Cathleen Turner, Piedmont Regional Director
Maggie Gregg, Eastern Regional Director
Learn more about how Preservation North Carolina utilizes covenants and easements - our
primary tools for protecting historic properties - and the many ways we work with
communities to preserve historic places that matter.

REFRESHMENT BREAK
Enjoy coffee and networking in the Sponsor Gallery.

Sponsored by
10:15-10:45
Cafe/Sponsor

Gallery

LUNCHEON - ON SITE AT MARKET SQUARE
Lunch is included with ticket purchase.

12:15-1:00
Lunch Hall

SESSION: Substitute Materials in Practice
Dorothy Darr, Executive Director, Southwest Renewal Foundation of High Point
Chris Aho, Community Engagement Consultant, Partners for Sacred Places
Charlie Wilson, Owner & President, C.T. Wilson Construction
Eddie Belk, Principal, Belk Architecture
Brett Sturm, Restoration Services Branch Supervisor, NC SHPO
Historic houses of worship have long served as anchors for their communities, but many now
face the challenge of finding sustainable new uses while preserving their historic character.
Learn how grantmaking through the National Fund for Sacred Places helps congregations
reimagine these treasured buildings through preservation and adaptive reuse, with First
Baptist Church serving as a compelling local case study.

PART 1 OFF-SITE SESSION: Washington Street: A State Treasure of Black History
Phyllis Bridges, CEO/Founder, Yalik's African American Art & Culture Movement
Washington Street was the center of High Point’s Black community during the segregated
Jim Crow Era, anchored by churches, schools, civic institutions, professional offices, and
entrepreneurial businesses. Though disinvestment has taken its toll on the street since
abandonment occurred in the 1970s, the community was listed to the National Register in
2010, and was designated a local district by High Point’s City Council in 2023. Phyllis Bridges
will share the story of Washington Street, its William Penn High School, and recent work to
preserve the childhood home of jazz musician John Coltrane.  
THIS IS A TWO-PART SESSION, LOCATED OFF-SITE ON WASHINGTON STREET. 
PART ONE IS A CLASSROOM SESSION. PART TWO (NEXT PAGE) IS A WALKING TOUR.

SESSION: Best Practices for Local Designation Reports
Annie McDonald, Senior Architectural Historian, Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc.
Kristi Brantley, CLG/Local Government Coordinator, NC State Historic Preservation Office
Learn about the benefits of local landmark and local historic district designation, along with
the process for preparing and submitting Local Designation Reports (LDRs). This session will
cover HPO best practices, common pitfalls, and practical guidance for identifying strong
candidates and producing high-quality designation reports, drawing on experience from both
the state review process and report preparation.

SESSION: The Green Book in North Carolina: Documentation and Legacy
Pofue Yang, Architectural Historian, Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc.
Natalie Rodriguez, Associate Director, NC African American Heritage Commission
Published from 1936 to 1966, The Negro Motorist Green Book guided Black travelers to
welcoming businesses and safe havens during the Jim Crow era—sites that formed an
essential network of community resilience across North Carolina. Richard Grubb & Associates
will present findings from their recent architectural survey of Green Book sites in North
Carolina, discussing the historic contexts and property types. The North Carolina African
American Heritage Commission (NCAAHC) will highlight the enduring legacy of these places
and the resources available to support the ongoing stewardship of community history.

1:00-2:00

CONCURRENT
CLASSROOM
SESSIONS

MAKE SURE TO
LEAVE IN TIME TO
DRIVE YOURSELF

TO:

WILLIAM PENN
HIGH SCHOOL

825 WASHINGTON
STREET



SESSION: Navigating the Threats to Section 106
Ellen Turco, Principal, Richard Grubb & Associates
Leslie Brians, Historic Architecture Specialist, Richard Grubb & Associates 
Shawn Patch, Investigator/Senior Archaeologist, New South Associates
Ryan Carter, Director of Government Affairs, NCSEA Leadership Fund
As proposed changes to Section 106 move forward, this session will explore potential
revisions to the federal review process and what they could mean for historic preservation,
community participation, and protection of historic resources. Participants will receive an
update on the regulatory process, examine implications for preservation organizations and
advocates, and learn how to engage through public comment, advocacy, and coordination
with statewide and national preservation partners.

PART 2 OFF-SITE SESSION: Washington Street TOUR: A State Treasure of Black History
Phyllis Bridges, CEO/Founder, Yalik's African American Art & Culture Movement
Walk along Washington Street, touring several sites discussed in the part one classroom
session, including William Penn High School and the John Coltrane House. 
THIS IS A TWO-PART SESSION, LOCATED OFF-SITE ON WASHINGTON STREET. 
PART ONE IS A CLASSROOM SESSION. PART TWO IS A WALKING TOUR.

SESSION: Small Town Grants, Big Impacts
Ann Schneider, Town of Oak Ridge 
Sandra Smith, Town Clerk, Town of Oak Ridge
Emily Vanek, Planner, City of Salisbury
Dana Corson, Preservation Planner, City of Wilson
Hear from leaders in the Town of Oak Ridge about their innovative municipal grant program
to encourage and support historic preservation projects. 

SESSION: The Adaptive Use of Historic Correctional Institutions
Amanda Molson, Architectural Historian 
Correctional institutions of the Gilded Age and the Progressive Era encapsulated America’s
transition from imprisonment as profit-making reprimand to aspirational inmate
rehabilitation. It can be challenging to find a serviceable and sensitive new use for such
purpose-built structures while preserving what matters from the past. Learn about the
intersection of culture and design in the justice system during these historical periods, how
to determine what merits saving and sharing from their stories, and best practices to
breathe new life into these challenging buildings today.

THANK YOU FOR
JOINING US!
WE LOOK FORWARD
TO SEEING YOU IN...
NEW BERN IN 2027!

REFRESHMENT BREAK
Enjoy coffee and networking in the Sponsor Gallery.

Sponsored by
2:00-2:30

Cafe/Sponsor
Gallery

2:30-3:30

CONCURRENT
CLASSROOM
SESSIONS

DRIVE YOURSELF
TO:

WILLIAM PENN
HIGH SCHOOL

825 WASHINGTON
STREET

Preservation North Carolina’s Annual Conference counts towards next year’s annual CLG
training requirements (FY2027).

Contact Kristi Brantley, CLG/Local Government Coordinator, for more information.
kristi.brantley@dncr.nc.gov

NOTE:



2026 CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

Jonathan Anzollitto
Planner, City of Asheville

Leslie Brians
Pines Preservation Guild

Phyllis Bridges
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Victor Dover
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Director of Cemetery
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C. J. Idol
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Jackson Hoggard
Double Hung Windows

Cyril Jefferson, Mayor
City of High Point

Valerie A. Johnson, Ph.D.Marian Inabinett
Curator of Collections, 

High Point Museum

Michael Manes
Co-Executive Director,
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Annie McDonald
Senior Architectural Historian,

Richard Grubb & Associates

Rebekah McGee
President & CEO, 

Downtown High Point
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Harrison Ogburn
Ogburn Stonecrafts, LLC

Shane O’Quinn  
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Shawn Patch
Archaeology NC Branch
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Ann Schneider
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Heather Slane
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hmwPreservation

Sandra Smith
Town Clerk, 
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Brett Sturm
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Melissa Timo
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NC Office of State Archeology

Natalie Rodriguez
Associate Director, NC African

American Heritage Commission

Ellen Turco
Richard Grubb & Associates

Joel Weston
Director of Trade Show Events,

Andmore

Mac Whatley
Director, Local History &

Genealogy Services,
Randolph Co. Public Library

Pofue Yang
Architectural Historian,

Richard Grubb & Associates
Emily Vanek

Planner, City of Salisbury
Dan Warren

Local Historian



We

Enjoy select builder profile panels
from our We Built This traveling

exhibit on display during the
conference. Scan the QR code to

bring the exhibit to your community!

Profiles of Black 
Architects and Builders 
in North Carolina

Profiles of Black 
Architects and Builders 
in North Carolina
An Educational Program Produced By 

Built
This

PRESERVATION
NORTH CAROLINA
SAVING PLACES THAT MATTER SINCE 1939

FEBRUARY 2027
We Built This Documentary Film
Premiere on PBS North Carolina

FALL 2027
We Built This: The Legacies of Black

Builders in the Old North State
to be published by UNC Press

Coming Soon!



2026-27 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Lester Lowe, Raleigh
Vice Chair

April Larkins, Greensboro
Secretary

Esther Hall, Raleigh
Chair

Charlie Wilson, Durham
Treasurer

Tamara Holmes Brothers,
Fayetteville

At-Large Executive
Committee Member

Claire Edwards, Farmville
Immediate Past Chair

Thank you to
outgoing board

members 
Larken Egleston 
and Jeff Michael!

Jason Allen
Raleigh

Kate Bowers
Wilmington

Leslie Brians
Aberdeen

Ryan Carter
Charlotte

AJ Casavant
Wilmington

David Erdman
Charlotte

James Goodnight
Raleigh

Matt Hobbs
Raleigh

Valerie Ann Johnson
Oxford

Christopher Locklear
Red Springs

Thomas Massey
Carolina Beach

Andre’ Nabors
Raleigh

Patrick Nerz
Carrboro

Darin Waters
Rolesville

Natalie Pass Miller
Greensboro

Mary Rose
Clinton

Bill Sherbert
Charlotte

Katy Stevick
Southern Pines

Leslie Sykes
Charlotte

Larken Egleston
Charlotte

Jeff Michael
Davidson



MEET THE PNC STAFF

Shannon Phillips
Director of Development

Dawn Williams
HR & Properties Director

Benjamin Briggs
President & CEO

Mary Frances Wilson
Donor Engagement Manager

Walker Hinerman
Programming & Events Manager

Addie Ladner
Marketing Manager

Chrissy Pressley
Properties Assistant

Valerie Birmingham
Office Assistant

HEADQUARTERS OFFICE
IN THE HALL AND 

GRAVES-FIELDS HOUSES

814 Oberlin Road
Raleigh, NC 27605

919-832-3652
presnc.org

Jack Thomson
Western Regional Director

Cathleen Turner
Piedmont Regional Director

Maggie Gregg
Eastern Regional Director

Jen Fenninger
Operations Director

Karla Berrios
Education & Outreach Director

Gareth Evans
Executive Director

Bob Lock
Site Manager

503 Market Street
Wilmington, NC 28401

910-251-3700
bellamymansion.org

PreservationNC
TheBellamyMansionMuseum

PresNC
bellamymansion

Preservation North Carolina

FOLLOW & LIKE

REGIONAL PROPERTY DIRECTORS
& THE COUNTIES THEY SERVE

SUBSCRIBE
TO OUR WEEKLY
E-NEWSLETTER











PO Box 29304
Greensboro, NC 27429-9304

336-282-0480
director@mscovingtonfoundation.org

mscovingtonfoundation.org





Looking for help with your next preservation project?
Need a great historic place to stay?
Have a question for your local preservation organization? 
We've got you covered!
 
The Preservation NC Directory is a resource to find:

Professionals who work in the field of historic
preservation.
Businesses that offer experiences in historic spaces.
Nonprofit preservation partners.

 
Browse the Preservation NC Directory today and help us
build it with your business!

SCAN TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT HOW TO BE
FEATURED IN OUR
WEEKLY PAN AND

EXPERIENCE SPOTLIGHTS.



Protect the Buildings, Preserve the Stories 
 
North Carolina is rich with beautiful, interesting people, places, and cultures. 
Our deeply rooted history is as diverse as our landscape, from the rugged Blue
Ridge Mountains to the untamed Outer Banks to the rural communities and
urban cities in between. 
 
When you think of those places, what special historic buildings come to mind? 
Is it the rustic cottage where you fell in love with the ocean? Perhaps it’s the rural
Rosenwald School with light-filled rooms your mother attended as a young girl?
Maybe it’s the elaborate Victorian house in town that makes your head swivel 
every time you drive by? 
 
Places like that exist, in part, because of the work of Preservation North Carolina.
When these tangible reminders of our past are lost to neglect or development, 
we also lose the stories of the people who built them, lived and worked in them. 
 
Headquartered in Raleigh’s Oberlin Village, the Historic Preservation Foundation 
of North Carolina, Inc. (known as Preservation North Carolina) is the only statewide
nonprofit working to protect the historic buildings and landscapes that make
North Carolina special and unique – from the Bellamy Mansion & Slave Quarters
Museum in Wilmington, our stewardship educational site, to Raleigh’s 
Mid-Century Modern masterpieces.
 
As a nationally recognized trailblazer since 1939, Preservation North Carolina
permanently protects historic places by utilizing legally binding preservation
covenants and easements – the gold standard for demolition prevention in North
Carolina – in two primary ways: 
 

We rescue at-risk buildings and facilitate their rehabilitation through strategic
partnerships with preservation-minded buyers. 

We work with private owners to place preservation easements on historic
properties. 

 
We protect over 900 historic properties on more than 4,000 acres, driving
economic growth, environmental sustainability, and sparking cultural revitalization
across 84 of 100 counties. As a private nonprofit organization, donations make this
work possible and help us broaden our reach.
 
If you care about the unique and special historic character of our state, join us! 



Thank you for joining us!


	2026
	ANNUAL CONFERENCE
	CONFERENCE SPONSORS
	WELCOME TO HIGH POINT!
	Benjamin Briggs | President & CEO, Preservation North Carolina
	Sunday, October 25 at First Baptist Church and Cohab.Space
	1:00-3:00
	OPEN HOUSE at First Baptist Church

	4:00-7:00
	WELCOME RECEPTION at Cohab.Space

	Sponsored by

	TRAIN TRACKS
	HIGH AVENUE
	PEDESTRIAN
	ENTRANCE
	LUNCH
	HALL
	Proceed to 3rd Floor
	STAIR
	STRING & SPLINTER
	SMOKE
	STACK


	BREAK
	OUT 3
	BREAK
	OUT 4
	COURTYARD:
	FIELD SESSIONS
	MEETING POINT
	BREAK
	OUT 2
	ESCALATOR
	ELEVATORS

	INNER
	COURTYARD
	STAIR

	BREAK
	OUT 1
	SPONSOR
	GALLERY
	WATER
	TOWER

	BOOK
	NOOK
	CAFE
	DISCO
	BRIDGE


	PARKING LOT
	ENTRANCE
	STAIR
	WALK TO PANDORA’S MANOR
	STAIR


	LINDSAY STREET
	REGISTRATION
	Proceed to 3rd Floor



	MARKET SQUARE MAP
	CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
	Monday, October 26 at Market Square
	REGISTRATION DESK HOURS
	MONDAY, OCTOBER 26
	STAFFED FROM 8:00-3:30

	TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27
	STAFFED FROM 8:00-2:30

	SESSION KEY
	BREAK
	OUT 1
	BREAK
	OUT 2
	BREAK
	OUT 3
	BREAK
	OUT 4
	OFF
	SITE
	ON
	SITE
	8:00-9:15
	9:15-9:45
	Mayor Cyril Jefferson
	9:45-10:30
	10:30-11:00



	11:00-12:30
	CONCURRENT
	FIELD SESSIONS
	FOR TOURS INVOLVING A BUS OR WALKING, PROCEED TO COURTYARD
	CHECK IN
	WITH THE
	TOUR LEADER
	REMAIN HERE FOR THIS ONE!
	FIELD SESSION: Melrose Hosiery Mill Conversion to Cohab.Space
	(Bus/Walking)
	Michael Manes, Co-Executive Director, Cohab.Space
	FIELD SESSION: Johnson Place: A 1908 Streetcar Suburb
	(Bus/Walking)
	Coralle Cowan, High Point Preservation Society
	Dr. Tom Hanchett, Community Historian at HistorySouth.org
	FIELD SESSION: Emerywood: Architectural Textbook Tour of Revival & Eclectic Styles (Bus/Walking)
	Heather Slane, Architectural Historian, hmwPreservation
	FIELD SESSION: Brutalism Meets Historic Preservation, One Plaza Center
	(Walking)
	Shane O'Quinn, Project Manager, Rehab Builders
	FIELD SESSION: Quaker Architecture in the Carolina Piedmont
	(Bus/Walking)
	Dan Warren, Local Historian
	Brenda Haworth, Local Historian
	FIELD SESSION: Exploring Black History at Oakwood Cemetery
	(Trolley/Walking)
	Phyllis Bridges, Founder, Yalik’s African American Art and Cultural Movement
	CLASSROOM SESSION: Quaker Architecture in the Carolina Piedmont
	(On Site)
	Mac Whatley, Director of Local History, Randolph Co. Public Library
	12:30-2:00
	LUNCHEON & VICTOR DOVER BOOK SIGNING - ON SITE AT MARKET SQUARE
	Keynote speaker Victor Dover will be available for a book signing.




	2:00-3:00
	CONCURRENT
	CLASSROOM
	SESSIONS
	SESSION: Putting the “Main” Back in Main Street
	Margaret Flippen, AICP, Senior Planner, Dover, Kohl & Partners
	Brett C. Sturm, MSHP, Restoration Services Branch, NC SHPO
	Rebekah McGee, President & CEO, Downtown High Point
	Jonathan Anzollitto, Planner, City of Asheville
	Josh Lipsky, Project Manager, Rehab Builders
	High Point’s Main Street is at the center of a larger conversation about preservation, community, and economic development. Drawing on the rehabilitation of the Ellwood at 101 S. Main, Southwest Renewal Foundation of High Point’s work, Dover, Kohl & Partners’ planning for South Main Street, and URBAN3’s research on land use and tax values, this session explores how preserving historic properties can strengthen the vitality of downtown.

	SESSION: The Art of Managing Historic Buildings
	Kathryn Cushwa Gerace, President Elect, Junior League of High Point
	Karla Jones, Executive Director, Bienenstock Furniture Library
	Gareth Evans, Executive Director, Bellamy Mansion & Slave Quarters Museum
	Owners and managers of historic buildings balance preservation with modern safety requirements and financial realities. Hear from stewards of historic properties about these unique challenges, including: the High Point Junior League, located in the 1907 Briles House, designed by architect Richard Gambier in the Classical Revival style; the Bienenstock Furniture Library, located in the 1923 Grayson House since 1970; and the 1859 Bellamy Mansion & Slave Quarters Museum in Wilmington.

	SESSION: Preserving Legacy: Historic Structures at HBCUs and Their Cultural Significance
	Valerie A. Johnson, Ph.D.
	Tamara Holmes Brothers, Ph.D.
	Discover why North Carolina's Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) are among the nation's most significant cultural and historic landscapes. This informative session explores the architectural, historical, and cultural legacy of HBCU campuses and highlights innovative preservation strategies, advocacy efforts, adaptive reuse, and collaborative partnerships that ensure these treasured places continue to educate and inspire future generations.

	SESSION: Archaeology and the Commission: An Introduction to Archaeological Practices and How Commissions Can Better Protect Their Resources
	CJ Idol, RPA, Kernersville Chair, Forsyth County Historic Resources Commission
	Dr. David Crass, Former Georgia State Historic Preservation Officer/Director of the Georgia Historic Preservation Division
	Drawing on more than a decade of combined experience serving on the Forsyth County Historic Resources Commission, this session offers an introductory look at archaeology and the role local commissions can play in protecting archaeological resources. Presenters will share lessons from their work in Old Salem, explore strategies for incorporating archaeological preservation into local standards, and discuss how National Register Criterion D can be better leveraged during Section 106 reviews and other preservation efforts.

	3:00-3:30
	Cafe/Sponsor Gallery
	REFRESHMENT BREAK
	Enjoy coffee and networking in the Sponsor Gallery.
	3:30-5:00
	GERTRUDE S. CARRAWAY AWARDS OF MERIT
	ALEXA AYCOCK GRASSROOTS LEADERSHIP AWARD
	DEWAYNE H. ANDERSON SR. AWARD FOR HOUSING
	MINNETTE C. DUFFY LANDSCAPE PRESERVATION AWARD
	STEDMAN INCENTIVE GRANT
	L. VINCENT LOWE, JR. BUSINESS AWARD
	ROBERT E. STIPE PROFESSIONAL AWARD
	RUTH COLTRANE CANNON AWARD




	RECEPTION AT PANDORA’S MANOR
	LEAVE CARS PARKED AT MARKET SQUARE. EXIT DOWNSTAIRS THROUGH THE COURTYARD
	AND TURN LEFT TO WALK UP HIGH AVENUE TO PANDORA’S MANOR.
	5:00-8:00

	3.
	2.
	4.
	5.
	1. PANDORA’S
	MANOR

	6.
	MARKET
	SQUARE

	1:   Pandora’s Manor (1905)
	407 W. High Avenue

	2:  Thomas Kirkman House (1900)
	415 W. High Avenue

	3:  O. Arthur Kirkman House (1915)
	501 W. High Avenue

	4:  R.E. Ring House (1922)
	107 Oak Street

	5:  Blair Schoolhouse (1879)
	106 Oak Street

	6:  Springs Industry (late 19th century)
	131 Oak Street


	CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
	Tuesday, October 27 at Market Square
	8:00-9:00
	9:00-10:15
	CONCURRENT
	FIELD SESSIONS
	FOR TOURS INVOLVING A BUS OR WALKING, PROCEED TO COURTYARD
	CHECK IN
	WITH THE
	TOUR LEADER
	REMAIN HERE FOR THIS ONE!
	REGISTRATION OPENS | Coffee & Conversation
	FIELD SESSION: Saving Our Iconic Depot - Downtown Tour
	(Walking)
	Marian Inabinett, Curator of Collections, High Point Museum
	FIELD SESSION: Johnson Place: A 1908 Streetcar Suburb
	(Bus/Walking)
	Coralle Cowan, High Point Preservation Society
	Dr. Tom Hanchett, Community Historian at HistorySouth.org
	FIELD SESSION: Emerywood: Architectural Textbook Tour of Revival & Eclectic Styles (Bus/Walking)
	Heather Slane, Architectural Historian, hmwPreservation
	FIELD SESSION: Written in Stone
	(Trolley/Walking)
	Harrison Ogburn, Stone Mason, Ogburn Stonecrafts, LLC
	FIELD SESSION: Quaker Architecture in the Carolina Piedmont
	(Bus/Walking)
	Dan Warren, Local Historian
	Brenda Haworth, Local Historian
	FIELD SESSION: Explore Historic Market Square
	(Walking)
	Jackson Hoggard, Double Hung Windows
	CLASSROOM SESSION: Tales from the Crypt: Preservation Planning in Historic Cemeteries
	(On Site)
	Jason Harpe, AIA, Director of Cemetery Conservation, Richard Grubb & Associates
	Melissa Timo, Office of State Archaeology, Historic Cemetery Specialist



	10:15-10:45
	Cafe/Sponsor Gallery
	REFRESHMENT BREAK
	Enjoy coffee and networking in the Sponsor Gallery.


	10:45-11:30
	PLENARY: Preservation Year in Review
	Claire Edwards, Board Chair, Preservation North Carolina
	Benjamin Briggs, President & CEO, Preservation North Carolina
	Ramona Bartos, Director, Historical Resources, NC Dept. Natural and Cultural Resources
	Join leadership from Preservation NC and the State Historic Preservation Office to hear about ongoing projects around the state. Election of PNC’s board of directors will also occur during this time as part of PNC’s annual business meeting.


	11:30-12:15
	“What Does Preservation NC Do?!” Understanding the Endangered Properties Program
	Jack Thomson, Western Regional Director
	Cathleen Turner, Piedmont Regional Director
	Maggie Gregg, Eastern Regional Director
	Learn more about how Preservation North Carolina utilizes covenants and easements - our primary tools for protecting historic properties - and the many ways we work with communities to preserve historic places that matter.



	12:15-1:00
	Lunch Hall
	LUNCHEON - ON SITE AT MARKET SQUARE
	Lunch is included with ticket purchase.


	1:00-2:00

	CONCURRENT
	CLASSROOM
	SESSIONS
	MAKE SURE TO LEAVE IN TIME TO DRIVE YOURSELF TO:
	WILLIAM PENN HIGH SCHOOL
	825 WASHINGTON STREET
	PART 1 OFF-SITE SESSION: Washington Street: A State Treasure of Black History

	Phyllis Bridges, CEO/Founder, Yalik's African American Art & Culture Movement
	Washington Street was the center of High Point’s Black community during the segregated Jim Crow Era, anchored by churches, schools, civic institutions, professional offices, and entrepreneurial businesses. Though disinvestment has taken its toll on the street since abandonment occurred in the 1970s, the community was listed to the National Register in 2010, and was designated a local district by High Point’s City Council in 2023. Phyllis Bridges will share the story of Washington Street, its William Penn High School, and recent work to preserve the childhood home of jazz musician John Coltrane.
	THIS IS A TWO-PART SESSION, LOCATED OFF-SITE ON WASHINGTON STREET.
	PART ONE IS A CLASSROOM SESSION. PART TWO (NEXT PAGE) IS A WALKING TOUR.
	SESSION: Substitute Materials in Practice


	Dorothy Darr, Executive Director, Southwest Renewal Foundation of High Point
	Chris Aho, Community Engagement Consultant, Partners for Sacred Places
	Charlie Wilson, Owner & President, C.T. Wilson Construction
	Eddie Belk, Principal, Belk Architecture
	Brett Sturm, Restoration Services Branch Supervisor, NC SHPO
	Historic houses of worship have long served as anchors for their communities, but many now face the challenge of finding sustainable new uses while preserving their historic character. Learn how grantmaking through the National Fund for Sacred Places helps congregations reimagine these treasured buildings through preservation and adaptive reuse, with First Baptist Church serving as a compelling local case study.

	SESSION: Best Practices for Local Designation Reports
	Annie McDonald, Senior Architectural Historian, Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc.
	Kristi Brantley, CLG/Local Government Coordinator, NC State Historic Preservation Office
	Learn about the benefits of local landmark and local historic district designation, along with the process for preparing and submitting Local Designation Reports (LDRs). This session will cover HPO best practices, common pitfalls, and practical guidance for identifying strong candidates and producing high-quality designation reports, drawing on experience from both the state review process and report preparation.

	SESSION: The Green Book in North Carolina: Documentation and Legacy
	Pofue Yang, Architectural Historian, Richard Grubb & Associates, Inc.
	Natalie Rodriguez, Associate Director, NC African American Heritage Commission
	Published from 1936 to 1966, The Negro Motorist Green Book guided Black travelers to welcoming businesses and safe havens during the Jim Crow era—sites that formed an essential network of community resilience across North Carolina. Richard Grubb & Associates will present findings from their recent architectural survey of Green Book sites in North Carolina, discussing the historic contexts and property types. The North Carolina African American Heritage Commission (NCAAHC) will highlight the enduring legacy of these places and the resources available to support the ongoing stewardship of community history.

	2:00-2:30
	REFRESHMENT BREAK

	2:30-3:30

	CONCURRENT
	CLASSROOM
	SESSIONS
	DRIVE YOURSELF TO:
	WILLIAM PENN HIGH SCHOOL
	825 WASHINGTON STREET
	PART 2 OFF-SITE SESSION: Washington Street TOUR: A State Treasure of Black History

	Phyllis Bridges, CEO/Founder, Yalik's African American Art & Culture Movement
	THIS IS A TWO-PART SESSION, LOCATED OFF-SITE ON WASHINGTON STREET.
	PART ONE IS A CLASSROOM SESSION. PART TWO IS A WALKING TOUR.
	SESSION: Navigating the Threats to Section 106
	Ellen Turco, Principal, Richard Grubb & Associates
	Leslie Brians, Historic Architecture Specialist, Richard Grubb & Associates
	Shawn Patch, Investigator/Senior Archaeologist, New South Associates
	Ryan Carter, Director of Government Affairs, NCSEA Leadership Fund
	SESSION: Small Town Grants, Big Impacts
	Ann Schneider, Town of Oak Ridge
	Sandra Smith, Town Clerk, Town of Oak Ridge
	Emily Vanek, Planner, City of Salisbury
	Dana Corson, Preservation Planner, City of Wilson
	SESSION: The Adaptive Use of Historic Correctional Institutions
	Amanda Molson, Architectural Historian



	NOTE:
	Preservation North Carolina’s Annual Conference counts towards next year’s annual CLG training requirements (FY2027).
	Contact Kristi Brantley, CLG/Local Government Coordinator, for more information.
	kristi.brantley@dncr.nc.gov
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